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Map showing overall route 
options for cycling between 
Clevedon and Yatton for the 
Station and the Strawberry Line

The Strawberry Line railway path from Yatton Station 
to Winscombe, Axbridge and Cheddar is a great 
success, and has been crying out for this extension 
to Clevedon for a long while. Clevedon Pier is little 
more than 5 miles away and most of Clevedon is 
within a comfortable cycling distance of Yatton 
Station.
A path along the general alignment of the railway 
would undoubtedly be very popular. It is over ¼ mile 
shorter than the road route to Southern Way, it is 
level, attractive and traffi c free all the way. It could be 
one of the few cycling routes in Britain, constructed 
to modern “Dutch” standards – an aim which would 
be particularly appropriate here with their advice 
being sought to reduce future fl ooding on the levels.
Whilst the route is largely privately owned, the railway 
corridor is protected by Council policy for future 
transport use, and signifi cant sections are currently 
involved in developments – most notably the crucial 
length between Arnold’s Way and Lampley Road 
which will enable the public to bypass the heavily 
traffi cked Kenn Road to Yatton.

A Project to extend the Strawberry Line 
from Yatton Station to Clevedon

Entrance of Strawberry Line 

This brief overview sets out the current options, 
describes the different sections of the railway route, 
and illustrates key points.
The path will be for the shared and equal use of 
walkers and cyclists, but on account of the restricted 
nature of the M5 culvert crossing, only the Lampley 
Road and Yatton sections can be available for horse 
riding. Because everyday journeys and commuting to 
and from the Station will be signifi cant on this Yatton 
and Clevedon Strawberry Line extension, the surface 
of the path will need to be constructed with the 
appropriate asphalt fi nish. Links would be made to all 
nearby settlements, including new developments.

1 Existing main road is heavily traffi cked and 
wholly unsuitable for popular cycling.

2 Kennmoor Road is a signed route which 
provides a direct route to Tickenham Road 
and the Council Offi ces. It is suitable for 
experienced cyclists although there is no 
separate cycling provision on the Tickenham 
Road.

3 Back Lane past Kingston Seymour makes for 
an attractive leisure route especially with the 
interest of the section beside the Estuary to 
Gullhouse Point and Church Lane. But the 
traffi c on North End Road effectively cuts it off 
for most people.

4 The line of the former railway offers the 
possibility of a direct route which is traffi c free 
all the way from Yatton Station to the Southern 
Way roundabout in Clevedon, from where 
connections could be devised to link through 
to existing paths. This route would provide 
an excellent route for walkers (there are no 
complete public footpath options in this area) 

but unfortunately the culvert under the M5 
precludes a through route for equestrians.

5 The existing Strawberry Line.

6 The proposed link to Weston-Super-Mare via 
Tutshill Sluices.

7 Options and links described in main report.

8 The planned Gordano Greenway to Portishead 
via Clevedon School.

Artwork ref JD-437

Heavy traffi c on Kenn Road 

At Birdhouse Point
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Line from Yatton 
Station to Axbridge 
and Cheddar

CLEVEDON

Congresbury

Yatton

Sandford

Winscombe

Axbridge

CHEDDAR

Proposed extension 
of Strawberry Line to 
Clevedon

1

2

3

4

6 5

8

7

 Traffi c free opportunities
 Attractive quieter road routes
 Main road

CLEVEDON

YATTON



- 
B

in
d

in
g

 M
ar

g
in

 -
A project to extend the Strawberry Line from Yatton Stat ion to Clevedon - page 3 -  Aug 2014

  The details of possible connections and linkages 
are discussed in the full report. This summary 
covers the principal traffi c free proposals starting 
from Church Lane and from the Southern Way 
roundabout, through to Yatton Station.

1 There are two paths around the fl oodbank, a 
stone one on the crest and a tarred one half way 
down the back of the bank. These lead through 
to the Blind Yeo Sluices and the way through the 
Golf Course to the sea.

2 Existing stone access road to Strode Road. 
There is also a tarmac path behind the houses 
but this does not overlook the river.

3 Wide mown grasslands beside river would 
benefi t from path to allow year round use and 
enjoyment.

4 Verge of varying width allows suffi cient room for 
path to Southern Way.

5 Existing Environment Agency bridge is suitable 
for shared use in this location.

6 Open grassland offers route to remains of former 
railway which is overgrown at this point.

7 Colehouse Bridge remains.

8 Well defi ned section of railway now used as farm 
access track. This runs along the boundary of 
the planned Clevedon Business Park.

9 The existing culvert under the M5 offers the 
possibility of a 2.4m wide and 2.0m high 

passage past the Motorway. This will be 
satisfactory although the route may be closed by 
fl ooding for a few days each year.

10 Follow fi eld edge or M5 boundary to reach 
remains of railway and former tip.

11 Russ Lane was built by the Railway and offers 
the basis of an excellent route if this can be 
agreed.

12 Leave the Lane a little before Lampley Road 
Bridge, to pass under it, and join the clear 
trackbed through to the Little River Bridge.

13 The line of the railway laid is clearly defi ned 
nearly all the way here and would form the route 
of any developer’s path.

14 A crossing of Arnold’s Way is required, perhaps 
a shared use zebra on a raised crossing.

15 The section through the back of Yatton is 
privately owned in a number of fragments, but 
is zoned for future road developments so other 
uses are limited.

16 Careful attention to crossing over the railway at 
North End where the footway is rather narrow. 
Walkers can use the Station footbridge.

17 The start of the existing Strawberry Line to 
Cheddar.

Summary of points of note along the Clevedon and Yatton Railway Path Route Photographs 
of key details
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 This page illustrates some of 
the key points of interest along 
the proposed railway route 
from Clevedon to Yatton.

1 Existing bridge over the 
Blind Yeo is well positioned 
to carry the proposed route. 
The former railway bridge was 
nearer the road but is now 
demolished.

2 View along old railway looking 
north from the M5. There will 
be a useful local connection to 
the Lake Farm Caravan site on 
the left of this view.

3 View and detail of existing 
culvert under the M5. The 
width of 2.40m is a little less 
than the heavily used Evening 
Post Subway in Bristol (3.0m). 
Care will be needed to make 
easily graded access ramps 
which line up with the culvert 
for sightlines and security, 
and the existing walkway 
needs to be removed and 
replaced with a full width 
steel grid deck to give 2.0m 
headroom. Bulkhead lighting 
will complete the work.

4 View of Russ Lane looking 
towards Yatton. The former 
railway is on the left of this 
view.

5 Substantial stone arched 
culvert carrying the former 
railway over the Little River. 
There will be a popular link to 
the Bridge Inn at this point.

6 Bridge just to the south of 
Arnold’s Way.

7 View of former railway behind 
Wakedean Gardens showing 
the substantial width available. 
The path will need 4-5 metres 
between fences, and gates 
would be provided to adjacent 
properties as owners wish.
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Culvert under M5

View looking towards Yatton from Lampley Bridge
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1 Introduction
 This report has been commissioned by 

North Somerset Council to set out the key 
elements of a proposed popular walking and 
cycling route along the general line of the 
former railway from Yatton to Clevedon. The 
direct road route, Kenn Road, is completely 
unsuitable for cycling. It is narrow, bending and 
heavily traffi cked. The 4.5km long railway could 
provide a high quality route to foster cycling in 
an area where these busy roads undermine any 
desire or tendency to cycle.

 The route from Yatton to Clevedon may be 
seen as an extension of the popular Cheddar 
and Yatton Strawberry Trail, as well as a direct 
connection between Yatton and Clevedon for 
everyday journeys including trips to Yatton 
station itself.

 This link when opened will go a long way 
towards completing the primary network of 
cycling routes North Somerset is working on. 
The key sections in hand include crossing the 
River Yeo at Tutshill to make a direct route 
between Weston and Clevedon, crossing the 
Axe sluices at Brean to link direct to Uphill and 
Weston, and the Gordano Valley route being 
led by Weston in Gordano Parish Council to 
provide a family quality route from  Clevedon to 
Portishead.

 

Clevedon and Yatton extensions of the Strawberry Line Greenway

Map showing the principal links 
required to create a cycling 
network serving North Somerset

CLEVEDON

PORTISHEAD BRISTOL

Weston In Gordano

NAILSEA

Pill

Kingston 
Seymour

WESTON-
SUPER-MARE

Yatton

Sandford

Congresbury

Winscombe

Riverside path to 
Pill and Portishead

Festival Way 
Bristol - Nailsea

Strawberry Line to 
Axbridge and Cheddar

Missing link at West Town 
to avoid main road

Planned Brean 
Cross Sluice Link

Planned Tutshill 
Sluice Link

Proposed Gordano 
Valley Greenway

Clevedon and Yatton 
railway routes and Blind Yeo 
Riverside Park proposals

Existing greenway routes

Planned paths

Lightly traffi cked on-road 
sections
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The distance from Clevedon Pier to Yatton Station is 
a little bit less than 5 miles (7.4kms). The ground is 
largely fl at and the only signifi cant “hill” is the climb 
over the M5. This should be easy territory for cycling. 
The obstacle is the traffi c on Kenn Road which is 
narrow, winding and quite intimidating to all but the 
most experienced cyclist. One would certainly not 
expect to fi nd novices, families or any but the most 
fearless desperados cycling this way.
Kenn Moor Road is the signed alternative and it does 
provide a direct route from Yatton Station to the east 
end of Clevedon which is convenient for the Council 
Offi ces. It is certainly a better way than Kenn Road. 
But it too has its drawbacks. There is quite a lot of 
traffi c at peak times; because the road is so straight 
the traffi c travels fast; it is rather open and exposed 
to wind; and the section along the Tickenham Road 
is heavily traffi cked. This route could be improved by 
adding cycling lanes and trees all through the rural 
sections, as shown in the Dutch “standard” here.

View of Dutch road used by their National Cycle Routes

And a separate track could be constructed along 
the fi eld edge to avoid the Tickenham Road, along 
with decent crossing details at the Northern Way 
Roundabout. All these would be an improvement, 
certainly for everyday cycling, but it would still 
be a route falling well short of the Strawberry 
Line Greenway which is so attractive to everyone 
including rank novices and families.
Kingston Seymour is blessed with a network of very 
quiet lanes and a route via Back Lane and New 
Cut Bow would make for an attractive if circuitous 
route to the western side of Clevedon. This does 
though, require the fi rst part of the railway route, from 

Arnold’s Way to Lampley Road, otherwise the way is 
severed by almost the worst section of Kenn Road. 
Once this section is in place then this route could be 
signed, including the existing section of open sea 
wall leading around to the Blind Yeo Sluices.

View of sea wall

Lampley Road “feels” rather busier than it perhaps 
is because it is quite a wide and open road. This 
could be much improved by the removal of its central 
white line and the adding of cycling lanes as well as 
avenue tree planting. This should have no effect on 
the traffi c except to slow it down in the presence of 
cyclists.

This route is of course most important as it leads to 
the Tutshill Sluice crossing of the River Yeo for an 
excellent route to Weston-super-Mare, and the whole 
area could become most popular for leisure cycling, 
as well as excellent for Kingston Seymour residents 
who would at last have an easy and attractive route 
to Yatton Station just 2 miles away.
The third option, apart from Kenn Road which cannot 
be counted as a realistic cycling route, is the railway 
corridor. This has the overwhelming advantage that 
it is almost traffi c free over its whole length, and 
most unusually is shorter than any road alternative. 
Measured from the Kenn Road Bridge over the Blind 
Yeo it is 4.6kms to Yatton Station compared with 
5.1kms by Kenn Road.
One can be confi dent that if the high quality route 
proposed in this report is opened up, then this 
route would become the most popular section of 
the “Strawberry Line”, (if, that is, it is named as its 
extension), and that it would be one of the best used 
and most loved cycling paths in the area.
The options within Yatton need also to be 
considered. The ideal would be to run along the line 
of the former railway in order that visitors arriving 
at the station or travelling through from the present 
Strawberry Line can fi nd themselves on an attractive 
traffi c free greenway as soon as possible. The details 
of how this might be arranged, taking account of all 
the current and owners, concerns and uses is set out 
in this document.
At the same time local residents will need to access 
the route at as convenient locations as possible and 
these connections can be off Wemberham Lane, 
from Jones Close and from the path running parallel 
to Arnold’s Way.
It should be noted that these local links should 
also include a connection from the northern end of 
Mendip Road to the south side of the station so as to 
give as many Yatton residents a direct way through.
The proposed Bloor Development should also 
provide for a good crossing at their Arnold’s Way 
main access in order that their residents can take 
advantage of existing paths, and the back entrance 
to Yatton Station. This is narrow but adequate 
although its junction with Wemberham Crescent 
needs to be marked with a build out and avenue 
trees.

 

2 Route Options

Map showing local 
access options in the 
Horsecastle area of 
Yatton

YattonYatton

Yatton to Clevedon: 
Map showing 
cycling route options 
discussed in the text

Potential traffi c-free

On-road

Scale 0 1km
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This 3.5 mile long railway was opened in 1847 by the 
Bristol and Exeter Railway. It was laid to broad gauge 
but converted to standard gauge in1879. The branch 
line had a bay platform as on the north side of Yatton 
station and the proposed path will reach the station 
on that same alignment and expose the original 
platform coping stones as a feature of the route.
Passenger services ceased in 1966 and the track 
was lifted shortly afterwards. Despite the passage of 
nearly 50 years the alignment has remained largely 
intact and open, at least as far as the outskirts of 
Clevedon, partly on account of the Council reserving 
the land for future transport uses.
The railway route was severed by the construction of 
the M5. Work for this motorway section commenced 
in December 1969 and the motorway was opened in 
January 1973. A 2.4m wide culvert for a land drain 
passes under the M5 near the line of the former 
railway, and it is this culvert which is proposed to be 
used to complete the Clevedon and Yatton path.
South of Yatton station runs the Strawberry Line. 
This follows the course of the former Yatton and 
Wells railway which was closed in 1965. In the mid 
80’s local residents formed the Cheddar Valley 
Railway Walk Society which led the way for the local 
authorities to acquire the land and to open up the 
route in stages with the fi rst shared use to include 
cycling being from Axbridge to Cheddar, to make 
what is today a most popular greenway trail for 
walkers and cyclists as well as equestrians, starting 
at Yatton station.

Strawberry Line Entrance Gateway

Whilst the Yatton and Clevedon route can be seen 
as the continuation of the Strawberry Line, they 
were in fact two entirely separate operations, and 
whilst the role of the overall Strawberry Line is 
primarily for leisure and recreation, the much shorter 
link to Clevedon has wider roles, including that of 
commuting to and from the station, so should be 
designed accordingly.

As far as we know there is no recommended walking 
route from the Pier to the Station. The proposed 
railway path could deliver a traffi c free route from 
end to end via the railway path, the Blind Yeo bank 
and then Poet’s Walk to the Promenades. The best 
that can be done now is probably to leave Yatton by 
Wemberham Lane, and then follow a combination of 
footpaths and country lanes to reach the estuary at 
Bird House Point (Wemberham Lane).

Walking from Clevedon Pier to Yatton 
Station

3  Brief Background of the Yatton 
and Clevedon Railway Route

Potential traffi c 
free walking route, 
Clevedon Pier to 
Yatton Station

Probably the best 
walking route which 
can be achieved at 
present
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Strawberry Line

Railway Path near Huddersfi eld

Railway Path near Lancaster

Although the Yatton and Clevedon Railway Path 
project may be considered to be an extension 
of the Strawberry Line, it in fact has a wider role, 
particularly in connecting Clevedon and Yatton for 
everyday journeys to the station and the school.
For this reason it is important that the route is built 
with a good quality sealed surface so as to be 
usable throughout the year for a wide range of type 
of journeys – not just recreational ones, important 
though these are.

Detail of typical 3m wide bitmac path on stone base   

The main route should be 3m wide throughout 
although links and connections may be less at 2.0m.
Substantial sections of this route are used by 
farm vehicles and the construction should be 
appropriately hardened up for these vehicles.

View of former rough stone farm lane in Snowdonia 
reconstructed to accommodate a national cycle route to 
Barmouth.

Although equestrians do often use tarmac roads, 
they prefer softer surfaces and this can be provided 
by way of a wide grass verge between Arnold’s Way 
and Lampley Road. North of this the small size of the 
M5 culvert denies equestrians a through route and 
those wishing to ride on towards the estuary need to 
follow the minor roads through Kingston Seymour.

View of equestrian adjacent to York and Selby Railway path 

Continuity of route is most important and the details 
of key road crossings, particularly Arnold’s Way need 
to be carefully arranged. The ideal arrangement is 
that of a raised zebra crossing which serves to both 
slow own traffi c and to give pedestrians and cyclists 
the priority a primary route of this kind warrants.

Examples of raised pavement crossings

The route should be free of barriers or gates with 
narrow cattle grids and self-closing wicket gates 
provided where livestock movements require this.

View of route near Leamington Spa

Bollards set 1.5m clear apart may be used to 
preclude motor vehicles, but motorcycles should be 
prohibited by a combination of appropriate signing, 
robust policing and popular public use of the path.

Lighting may be considered appropriate particularly 
for the Lampley Road to Yatton section, past the 
planned housing, but elsewhere solar studs are 
probably the solution which takes account of the 
rural nature of the route. The subway under the M5 
should be lit at all times.

 

4 Standards of Construction

60mm thick machine laid bitmac or similar, 3m 
wide with central camber

150mm thick layer of planings

Cover edges with 
soil and grass

geotextile 

Standard 3.0m path construction

Bitmac wearing 
course - 60mm 
thick machine laid

50mm base course: 38mm Type 1 if 
needed to finaly level off the sub-base

100mm-200mm sub-base: 
ballast, scalpings or planings

25mm central camber or 
40mm crossfall

Shoulders made up level  
with finished surface

2500 - 3000 surface

Geotextile (polypropylene)   
poor soils only

Typical cross section through  proposed path  
with all weather surface to handle livestock, resist erosion and incur minimum maintenance

Limestone 
dust 
brushed in 
if required
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 Studies show that cyclists, and would-be 
cyclists, as well as walkers, attach a great deal 
of importance to the question of the quietness 
of a route and its visual quality.

 Points to bear in mind include:

A. Maintain views rather than locking the cyclist 
away behind hedges. One side or the other of 
the path should be open and separated from 
adjacent fi elds by only a fence or low hedge. 
This is particularly important along railway 
paths where all too often the traveller has 
no view out over the landscape because the 
vegetation has been allowed to overwhelm the 
boundary.

View of confi ned railway path compared with open 
views off Dutch paths.

B. Plant avenue trees on one side or both of 
the path so as to give shade in hot weather, 
shelter from the wind and a sense of identity 
along the route unrolling ahead. Where routes 
are adjacent to roads a line of trees makes an 
immense difference to feeling secure and safe 
from the oncoming traffi c.

View of typical Dutch cycling track

C. Seating and wayside points of interest should 
be provided at intervals, especially for walkers 
and people with disabilities. These should be 
arranged so that the public has an interesting 
view over the countryside and a view along a 
section of the path so as to engender informal 
surveillance and security.

View of typical Dutch seating area found at 5km or so 
intervals along their national routes

D. Clear signing, to common destinations along 
the route and at connection links and paths, 
is all-important for people to easily and 
confi dently navigate the way. 

 

5 The Travelling Landscape
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 The following route description is divided into 
a number of sections starting with a “feeder” 
route along the banks of the Blind Yeo. The 
railway route itself runs from the outskirts of 
Clevedon, from the Bridge over the Blind Yeo 
where the track-bed of the former railway 
starts, through to Yatton Station. Included 
in this section is the whole of the potential 
greenway from Old Church Road in the west, 
along the banks of the Blind Yeo to Hazel Close 
in the east. This largely waterside route would 
make a valuable local route and performs as 
a feeder giving access to the whole of the 
southern part of Clevedon.

 The last part of the route description covers 
links and connections in Clevedon itself in 
order that cyclists and pedestrians can travel 
easily through to the Pier, the Town Centre, 
the Council Offi ces and through to Clevedon 
School for the proposed Gordano Greenway to 
Portishead.

 The route descriptions are accompanied 
by sketches to further explain details of 
the proposals and photographs of similar 
arrangements both from the UK and from 
Holland in order that the standards required to 
encourage the public to cycle from Clevedon to 
Yatton can be appreciated.

6  Description of proposed 
route
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6.1  Old Church Road to Hazel Close – 
the Blind Yeo Greenway Route

1 Old Church Road connects through to Middle 
Path and the coastal track. It is a most 
signifi cant starting point for the Greenway to 
Yatton because walkers from the Pier can come 
along the Promenades, past the Marine Lake 
to join the Poet’s Walk, all to give a memorable 
and entirely traffi c free start to a walk through 
to Yatton Station and the Strawberry Line.

 Old Church Road ends up at the slipway into 
the River Severn and leads straight onto the 
fl ood bank running around to the Blind Yeo 
Sluices.

View of fl ood bank behind Marshall’s Field

2 This fl ood bank has two tracks running along it, 
one on the crest fi nished in unbound stone but 
with the benefi t of wide views over the estuary, 
and a second part way down its landward side 
which is sealed with bitumen. This would be 
the better route for cyclists. No work is required 
over this section.

3 From the Blind Yeo Sluices to the Strode 
Road, Wessex Water have a stone access 
road running at the back of the open space 
beside the river. For most of the way there is 
also a tarmac path running behind the adjacent 
housing.

View of stone access path looking towards Strode 
Wood

View of tarmac access path at foot of fl ood 
embankment

 Whilst the tarmac path could be adopted 
for shared use it suffers from being rather 
constricted and of course has no view. If funds 
allowed it would be better to asphalt the access 
road, but if not, then the access road should be 
provided with a sealed surface from the sluices 
as far as the start of the existing path.

 Strode Road Crossing
4 It would be appropriate to place a raised table 

zebra crossing at this point on the Strode 
Road. This arrangement would emphasise the 
continuity of the riverside greenway, would 
provide a safe crossing and would serve 
to slow traffi c down on their approach to 
Clevedon itself.

 Care should be taken in the detailed 
arrangement of the Greenway as it approaches 
the road crossing. Whilst there should be no 
barriers or other obstacles on this “Dutch” 
route, cross path markings can advise walkers 
and cyclists that they are approaching the road 
crossing. Two bollards, painted bright yellow, 
can be placed either side of the path to leave 
a 1.5m wide gap so as to preclude motor 
vehicles which can gain access via an adjacent 
locked works gate, and motorcycles should 
be prohibited through appropriate regulations, 
signing and enforcement.

 Strode Road to existing 
footbridges and Kenn Road

5 Over this whole section a wide grass “park” 
runs adjacent to the Blind Yeo. This is kept 
carefully mown and is a pleasant place to walk 
when the ground is dry.

 View of grassed area beside the River Yeo

 A good path along the whole length would 
allow for year round use by both pedestrians 
and cyclists. This path should be 3.0m wide, 
similar in width to the access track from the 
Sluices and fi nished in smooth tarmac topped 
off with fi ne gravel to maintain a rural feeling.

 The open bank already has a good number of 
linking paths back to the housing and as many 
of these as suitable should be linked into the 
riverside path for shared use access.

6 The riverside path leads to the existing 
footbridge over the river whose width of 1.8m 
is less than ideal but will be suitable for shared 
use in this open location.

 View of Blind Yeo footbridge
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Kenn Road
7 This busy road needs to be provided with a 

crossing facility similar to that proposed at 
Strode Road – a raised table to slow down 
traffi c approaching the town and a zebra 
crossing to emphasise the value and worth of 
the public choosing to walk and cycle.

Kenn Road

 Riverside Bank to Hazel Close
8 This carefully mown grass sward also needs a 

path for year round use. This will lead the public 
through to join the existing cycling routes to the 
Council Offi ces and the Gordano Valley.

View of similar riverside path 
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9 Over this 2 ½ mile section it is proposed to 
follow the railway corridor as closely as can be 
achieved. This will provide a direct route, and 
one almost entirely free from traffi c.

Crossing the river – the Blind Yeo

 This can be done both on the wide pavement 
of the Kenn Road Bridge and via the existing 
footbridge. Both options should be included to 
cater for people going in either directions.

Kenn Road footway over the Blind Yeo

10 These two crossings should be linked together 
by a new riverside path meeting at the corner of 
the fi shermen’s car park (approximately on the 
line of the railway).

Section of path past fi shermen’s car park

Former Railway to Colehouse 
Bridge

11 This short length of railway remains unused. 
The actual track ran on the east side and as far 
as possible the path should run on this well-
built alignment.

Colehouse Bridge

View of Bridge

12 This, and the other bridges on this line were 
constructed in anticipation of a second line. 
The central pier is more recent and probably 
encases the sort of iron stanchion which can 
be seen at the Horsecastle Farm Road at 
Yatton. As far as can be seen the masonry, the 
brickwork and the steel trough span itself are all 
sound.

6.2 -  The Railway Corridor from the Blind Yeo to Arnold’s Way 
on the outskirts of Yatton

Colehouse Bridge to the M5
 This section of the old railway is now used as 

a farm access track for line side fi elds and a 
number further along the M5.

View of track

 This arrangement must have been put in place 
some time between 1966 when the railway 
closed and 1973 when the M5 was under 
construction. With the advent of the Clevedon 
Business Park the farm traffi c will be reduced. 
Nonetheless the track must be reconstructed 
to the standards of a small country road, 
fi nished in bitmac in order that remaining farm 
traffi c can use the route without the surface 
deteriorating, and walkers and cyclists can 
enjoy a smooth passage.

View of typical rural National Cycle Route road in 
Holland displaying signs prohibiting all vehicles except 
farm machines

13 Good accesses should be provided into 
the planned business park, and the existing 
informal link into the Lake Farm Caravan site 
should be formalised and built to a good 
standard for the benefi t of residents and 
visitors.

View of proposed Yatton and Clevedon Railway Path alongside St Modwen’s Clevedon Business Park project, 
where cycling access from Clevedon and Yatton could make a signifi cant reduction in traffi c to the site

Railway path

Kenn Road M5

3.0m

Car 
park

Move existing fence back 4m to create space for 
riverside path from Kenn Bridge to footbridge

River
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Crossing the M5
14 The railway route is severed by the M5 which 

cuts across the landscape at less than a 
metre above the ground level. We considered 
detouring to use the Kenn Road Bridge, but this 
has little to commend it. The added distance 
is some 500m which is a signifi cant increase 
in length to the overall route. The path would 
have to ramp up nearly 8m which amongst 
other things would require 160m long ramps 
either side to achieve a 1:20 approach gradient. 
The actual footway over the motorway would 
have to be widened by narrowing Kenn Road 
itself and the bridge parapet would need to be 
heightened by 400mm. It is only 1.0m high. And 
even more, the rural nature of the Greenway 
would be prejudiced by this additional exposure 
to the motorway noise.

 A second option would be to create a shared 
path all along the Kenn Road from the Blind 
Yeo to the M5 Bridge. This would reduce the 
length of the diversion but it would greatly 
compromise the quality of the Greenway route. 
It is interesting to note that current Dutch 
standards (CROW Design Guide) set out the 
need for a 6-10m wide verge between a cycle 
track and road with this number of vehicles 
(6000vpd). Such standards could not be 
remotely achieved here.

View beside Kenn Road near Kenn Business Park

View of typical Dutch path adjacent to main road

 A third option would be to construct a new 
bridge approximately on the line of the railway. 
This would be direct and attractive but funds 
might not be available at this time.

 The fourth option, which is the one 
recommended in this study, is to make use of 
the culvert taking a Drain under the M5 almost 
on the line of the railway. This would seem to 
be the most practical solution to the challenge 
of crossing the M5.

View of M5 culvert: 2.45m wide, 2.30m high to normal 
waterline, 40m long

View of Westhumble subway crossing under A24 north 
of Dorking

15 Although this culvert is smaller than the 
“standard” it is, for example, almost exactly 
the same size as the shared use subway under 
the A24 Trunk Road north of Redhill. As can 
be seen from the photographs this makes for 
a perfectly acceptable crossing under a busy 
road on the approach to the popular Box Hill.

 In the case of the M5 culvert the existing 
concrete walkway needs to be removed and 
replaced with a steel deck at a slightly lower 
level to give a 2m high passage just clear of 
normal water levels.

 If a greater headroom than this was deemed 
necessary then a weir and pumping chamber 
could be installed just to the north of the M5 
to lower the water level under the motorway – 
there already is a sluice arrangement upstream 
of the M5 which appears to limit the fl ow of 
water in this drain. Alternatively it may be 
possible to reroute the course of this drain 
north alongside the motorway to discharge into 

the River Kenn 250m higher up than it does 
at present. Or it may be satisfactory to work 
this as a syphon. This could operate under all 
normal conditions but allow for the culvert to 
fl ood through in major fl oods. At these times 
cyclists would have to use alternative routes.

Weir upstream of M5 culvert

6.2 -  The Railway Corridor from the Blind Yeo 
to Arnold’s Way on the outskirts of Yatton

Options for modifying the M5 culvert to provide the connection for the Yatton and Clevedon Railway Path: 45m long

Existing: narrow walkway

J Grimshaw July 2014 
Artwork ref JD | 473 v2

1 Suspend deck above 
normal water level

2 Clean out culvert and operate as 

volume through syphon. Small 
pump required to clear rainwater 
from path surface

3 Culvert the drains to join the 
river to the east and achieve 
a dry culvert with a small 
pump to clear seepage and 
rainwater

Two views of existing 
shared subway under 
A24 near Redhill 
35m long

2.4m

2.4m

2.4m

3.0m 2.0m

2.3m

2.4 m 2.6m1.8m

300

100

400 450

150Water

Soft silt



- 
B

in
d

in
g

 M
ar

g
in

 -
A project to extend the Strawberry Line from Yatton Stat ion to Clevedon - page 15 - Aug 2014

Sketch plan showing drainage options

In one respect a route through the M5 culvert 
will be an improvement on the A24 example 
because here we have the room to make good 
approach ramps lined up on the bore of the 
tunnel which will give good visibility through 
the tunnel and consequently increased security. 
At Redhill the space for approaches was very 
limited and the path approaches either end on 
a sharp bend.

View of culvert downstream from M5, showing limited 
capacity

 And compared with the climb to any bridge, the 
change of level here will be scarcely more than 
2m.

View showing proposed ramped approach to the M5 
culvert from the north

Schematic showing arrangement of ramp and syphon on north side of M5

Deck level 0.6m above fl oor of culvert

Pipe to pump chamber to 
the side to clear rainwater 
falling on ramp, and to clear 
culvert after severe fl ooding

Side walls to ramp to 1.1m above fl oor of 
culvert and 0.4m above normal water level

Ramp rises at 
1:20 crossing 
waterway

Normal water 
level 0.7m above 
fl oor of culvert

Ramp continues 
to rise at 1:20, 
excavated out 
from side of 
former railway 
embankment

Kenn Road

M5

Rive
r K

enn

Railway 
culvert 1.5m dia culvert 

under farm access 
track limits fl ow 
downstream of M5 
subway

R
ailw

ay

Existing sluice control

Possible diversion 
of drain to run 
alongside M5 to 
join River Kenn



- 
B

in
d

in
g

 M
ar

g
in

 -

A project to extend the Strawberry Line from Yatton Stat ion to Clevedon - page 16 - Aug 2014

M5 to Rust Bridge
16 A short length of fi eld edge path is required 

to regain the line of the railway. For its fi rst 
few metres the railway is untouched, although 
overgrown, but then it has been absorbed 
under a landfi ll site, now complete and possibly 
available for development. This continues all 
the way to Rust Bridge which has been infi lled 
to road level on its north side. (The bridge is 
named after the nearby Rust Rhyne, although 
curiously the lane is named Russ Lane.)

 Alternatively a path could run along the fi eld 
edge if this could be negotiated.

View of fi eld edge

Sketch showing alternative positions of proposed path 
from the M5 to Rust Bridge

Rust Bridge to Kingston Bridge
17 The former railway route to the south remains 

clearly defi ned. For the most part it lies 
waterlogged or in rough use. At the rear of 
Walnut Tree Farm, storage sheds back on to 
the lane and at the southern end there are 
extensive piles of manure.

 All along this length of the railway runs Russ 
Lane, constructed by the railway to give 
access to the fi elds to the west of the line. The 
lane has a generally good stone surface and 

gives access to adjacent fi elds as well as one 
residential property along it, the Retreat. It is 
gated either end, and is marked as “Private, 
access only”. At its southern end it is shown as 
a statutory footpath although  the remainder of 
the lane is gated off so it is not clear where this 
footpath went.

View of Russ Lane

 There would seem to be little point in 
negotiating a route along the railway corridor, 
or any other alignment when Russ Lane runs 
straight as an arrow to our destination. It 
should be better for all parties to reconstruct 
the surface of the lane to a good road standard 
with a sealed bitmac surface so it is maintained 
suitable for the working use of local farmers, 
whilst at the same time restricting its public use 
to pedestrians and cyclists only.

Sketch of construction appropriate for Russ Lane

Kingston Bridge to Arnold’s Way
18 This section is largely in the control of Bloor 

Homes who have a house development site on 
the outskirts of Yatton. Their scheme proposes 
to construct a Greenway all through, which will 
be very welcome and will provide the key link to 
enable the public to travel out to the Kingston 
Road for access to a network of quiet lanes 
leading to Clevedon in the north and the Tutshill 
Sluice crossing project for routes to Weston-
super-Mare.

 Coming south along Russ Lane it would be 
best to slope off to pass under Kingston 
Bridge. (It may be best not to reconstruct the 
last 50m or so of Russ Lane up to Lampley 
Road in order to deter motorists from trying the 
route?)

 Kingston Bridge itself is a good masonry arch 
and appears to be in a sound condition.

Kingston Bridge, looking north, showing good quality 
trackbed

6.2 -  The Railway Corridor from the Blind Yeo 
to Arnold’s Way on the outskirts of Yatton

Path on edge 
of tipped area

Negotiate to run along 
foot of hedge in new 
fenced-off corridor Machine laid bitmac 

60mm thick

Regulating and strengthening 
course of stone, 150mm thick

Drains as 
appropriate

Existing stone 
construction

Line of former railway3.0m
5.0m
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19 From the bridge south to Little River the track 
bed is very well defi ned. A link to the adjacent 
lane is required just before the Wessex 
Pumping Station. This lane is a public highway 
and provides the connection for Kingston 
Seymour all on the level without the need to 
climb up to the road over the bridge.

 The Little River is crossed on a substantial 
stone culvert. A good link to the back of Bridge 
Inn would be very convenient.

View of Little River Culvert

View of railway corridor (right) looking towards Yatton

20 Outline proposals for Bloor Homes 
Development

 As has been remarked before, the railway 
corridor is wide – wide enough for a planned 
double track railway – altogether 18m from 
fence to fence. The raised bank of the single 
line track to the east side of the land is quite 
clear.

6.2   The Railway Corridor from the Blind Yeo 
to Arnold’s Way on the outskirts of Yatton

 Here advantage can be taken to create a true 
avenue and promenade as shown in the sketch.

 Horse riding can be provided over this 
section to enable riders to reach the lanes 
towards Kingston Seymour. Provision should 
be made for future lighting although this is 
not appropriate until such time as the whole 
area is developed when the path should be 
illuminated for the journey to work and school, 
but probably not throughout the night as this is 
the boundary of the open countryside.

21 At the southern end the path is to be integrated 
into more public spaces, a community orchard, 
a playing fi eld and allotments. Through all this 
area the continuity and identity of the Greenway 
should be jealously maintained, and good 
connections made to existing housing and 
activities.

Arnold’s Way
22 This distributor road has suffi cient traffi c to 

require measures to take the Greenway across 
it. This should be a raised table with zebra 
crossing to both slow traffi c down and to 
emphasise the importance of this walking and 
cycling route.

View of typical raised table crossing on Dutch National 
Network

View through Bloor Homes path looking towards 
Clevedon
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The remainder of the railway route is shown on the 
Bloor Homes plans as a greenway corridor.

Avenue trees at 15m centres and 
11m apart. Planted in root guards 
to prevent roots damaging path

Possible 
future 
homes

Hedge could be 
higher this side to 
shield housing?

Equestrians to follow 
wide grass verge

Open 
fi elds

Maintain fence only 
(or low hedge) on the 
west side so as to 
offer wide views over 
the open fi elds

3m wide asphalt path fi nished slightly 
proud of ground for good drainage

3.0m 4.0m 10.0m4.0m3.0m

1.2m
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 Although it is possible to wind one’s way via 
residential roads to reach the narrow back 
entrance to Yatton Station (off Wemberham 
Crescent) it would be vastly preferable to 
continue the railway greenway all the way 
through to the station to make a complete 
connection to the existing Strawberry Line. The 
Greenway through this area would make for a 
most attractive local resource and would be 
much easier for local people in Yatton to fi nd 
and use.

 The continuity of the railway route has been 
maintained through Council policy, and its use 
as a path will depend greatly on the goodwill of 
current landowners.

Description of the route
23 The way starts with wide grass leading up to 

Horsecastle Farm Road Bridge which is now 
used only as a public path. The bridge is a 
feature of the route and would benefi t from 
painting. The path over the top should be 
cleared to give a vantage point overlooking the 
Greenway.

View from bridge with Arnold’s Way in foreground and 
railway route in distance

24 To Jones Close the line of the railway is now 
the access road to adjacent houses. No work is 
needed and these houses will have immediate 
access to the path and the open countryside to 
the north as well as a direct route to the station.

View towards Jones Close

25 South of Jones Close, the line is used as 
parking and the path would take up one 
space. If this is required then it will need to be 
replaced as shown in the sketch.

Sketch of possible arrangement south of Jones Close 
with parking provided

26 The next section is a small paddock some 20m 
wide. The path should run along the west of 
this, carefully fenced off.

View of paddocks with line of path to one side

27 Bob Martin owns a key section of the former 
railway and if agreement can be reached it 
should make it possible to pass behind the 
Wakedean Garden extensions as shown in the 
sketch. This will need to be carefully fenced 
and planted, with a staff access to the business 
if required. 

6.3  Arnold’s Way to Yatton Station

View of Bob Martin lands

C:   Behind warehouse store section - 
width varies

Jones Close: route to Clevedon

Path

18m

Field gate to paddock

D:  Behind mound of clay and minerals

A:  Section of grazed railway land behind offi ces

B:   Short section behind store with railway 
culvert used to make a short opening in 
the narrow path corridor

E:   North of Bob Martin behind 
factory building

 Notes to cross sections (left)

1 Adjacent private gardens

2 Cut back hedge to 3m max leaving enough to 
maintain privacy

3 Wide grass verge

4 3.0m wide asphalt path

5 Grass verge and 2.4m high security fence with 
evergreen creepers. Include for locked access 
gate for Bob Martin staff if required

6 Avenue trees on Bob Martin boundary where 
they can be better maintained

7 Remaining Bob Martin land 7m wide minimum

8 Wide grass verge

9 2.4m high security fence

10 Existing drain ditch

11 Railway land is now occupied by private gardens

12 Repair boundary fence

13 Path to be 3.0m wide with verges of varying 
width depending upon the width available

14 New 2.4m high security fence

15 Warehouse/store building

16 Repair boundary fence against private gardens

17 Excavate 4m width from mound and retain with 
concrete units to also act as security boundary

18 Remaining clay mound (or this could be removed 
off site)

19 New fi eld fence along paddock if this can be 
agreed

20 3m wide path with 1.0m wide open verges

21 Remaining paddock

22 Existing Leylandii trees

23 2m wide pathway at rear of warehouse.

15
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A

B
C

D

E

Cross sections A to E 
on previous page
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6.3  Arnold’s Way to Yatton Station

28 It may also be possible to make an access to 
Wakedean Gardens, via an existing alley, if 
residents require this.

29 Either side of Osmund Bridge, the land is 
owned by developers but is heavily wooded, 
and except along the line of the former railway, 
the area is covered by tree preservation orders.

 In the circumstances it may be possible to 
negotiate with the developers to run the path 
along the railway formation, as this would not 
prejudice their plans.

 The bridge itself is owned by Historical 
Railways Estate Team, part of the Highways 
Agency (successor to the Railway Property 
Board).

View of Osmond Bridge. This single span bridge is 
constructed of 5 wrought iron girders and brick jack 
arches in between, all supported by substantial brick 
abutments. If the bridge is now somewhat deteriorated 
then the appropriate solution would be to add a 
permanent central pier to support the 5 beams.

 A link should be made to Wemberham Lane via 
the remains of the old railway access track, and 
seats placed to overlook the most attractive 
line side lake. Discussions with the owner 
here will establish the nature of any boundary 
treatment required.

30 The fi nal connection to the station narrows 
to just a 4m wide gap between the railway 
fencing and the back of Wemberham Crescent 
Gardens. This is suffi cient. As the path runs 
along the edge of the former platform to 
Clevedon, a feature could be made of this 
detail.

Sketch of path at platform and view of entrance across 
car park

Strawberry Line path gateway

 At the start of the station an entrance feature 
similar to that on the existing Strawberry Line 
will help to establish a common identity.
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 Yatton Station is likely to become a most 
important hub on the Strawberry Line when it is 
completed through to Clevedon. The trains will 
not have the capacity for the number of cyclists 
wanting to use the route. To meet this problem 
at least 3 actions should be put in hand.

A Approach the train operators to review 
the layout of the rolling stock. The normal 
“Sprinters” with fold up seats can readily 
accommodate 6bikes, 3 on either side, even 
though the stated number carried is 2 in total.

 Provide extensive cycle parking so that the 
public cycling in from Clevedon can leave their 
bikes in confi dence. The Bristol bound platform 
has a long canopy (which originally served the 
Clevedon Train, and this could conveniently fi t 
50 “York” type hoops suffi cient for 100 bikes.

 Encourage a bike hire operator to set up in 
the station yard, and to agree with the train 
operator that this is to be encouraged. This 
service would mean that the public could arrive 
by train and pick up a bike, rather than bringing 
one on a crowded train.

B The route past the station utilises the central 
aisle of the car parks either side at present. This 
appears to work well because car movements 
are few and at slow speeds. The situation 
could be improved by defi ning the walking 
and cycling route with a coloured strip, and by 
encouraging, requiring reverse parking where 
drivers back into their parking spaces and 
consequently are facing forward when they 
leave, with full visibility of the public walking 
and cycling past.

 Ideally the Greenway would be continued to 
the station entrance by rearranging the car park 
layout so as to create space for the path along 
the rear of the platforms.

C Pedestrians can cross over the station 
footbridge. This is available at all times. 
Cyclists, buggies and wheelchairs can use the 
station approach roads, with their footway and 
cross the railway on North End road bridge.

 The footways could be enhanced by moving 
the railway fences away from the path and 
by extending the existing noteworthy station 
gardens, alongside the approach roads all the 
way up the ramp to North End.

D The narrow footway could possibly be 
widened a little into the road (by narrowing the 
carriageway), and a rearrangement of the rather 
cumbersome balustrade/crash barriers, by 
bolting them to the face of the concrete bridge 
deck, would also be very useful.

 In addition the approaches to the bridge 
footway need to be carefully arranged so as 
to connect with the Station approach roads 
either side. Cyclists should be travelling slowly 
as they will just have climbed up the gradients 
from the Station.

View of North Road bridge

View showing the width of structure occupied by the 
balustrade arrangement

 Alternatively a new shared use bridge could be 
located adjacent to the existing road bridge as 
the railway is in a cutting here.

 The Station Café and the Railway Inn are both 
very welcome facilities and they need to be 
kept in the picture and asked to expand their 
services. 

 Signing and gateway features should aim to 
create a seamless route across the railway at 
Yatton.

 

6.4 . Yatton Station Connection to the Strawberry Line
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 Links and connections in Clevedon deserve 
detailed discussion because in making up 
convenient routes for residents and visitors 
to connect to the Yatton Greenway and the 
Strawberry Line we will be also creating a 
good framework for walking and cycling within 
Clevedon.

 Most of Clevedon, and certainly all the town 
which lies south of the Centre, is fl at and level 
and there is no reason not to expect high levels 
of cycling provided the conditions are good 
and encouraging. The town has an extensive 
network of potentially good traffi c free paths 
and greenways and most people could walk 
or cycle for everyday journeys if they wanted. 
Rather depressingly, few do. In addition all 
the paths feel rather worn out and uncared for 
and there certainly is the need of a programme 
of refurbishment including particularly the 
provision of raised pavement crossings at 
each and every road intersection in order to 
physically express the importance and value of 
walking and cycling in the area.

 The principal links to the Yatton Greenway are 
described as follows:

A Old Church Road to the Pier

 For walkers there is a truly memorable path via 
the Poet’s Walk around Wain’s Hill and Church 
Hill, then past the Marine Lake and along the 
promenade to the Pier. This is a most attractive 
seas side walk over its whole length.

 Cyclists have to follow the roads (although it 
might be possible to allow permissive use of 
the Promenades outside the high season).

 The best option for extending the Greenway 
quality for cyclists would be to widen the west 
side footway of the Southern Way end of Old 
Church Road, and then to mark out a cycle 
track down the existing tarmac in the Park to 
avoid Southern Way, then to make a 3m wide 
path behind the tennis courts and bowling 
green, before a fi nal link in the side of the road 
and adjacent open space to reach the fi nal 
stretch of road overlooking the sea where traffi c 
calming will have to do.

View in Salthouse Fields showing start of path parallel 
to Elton Road

B The footpath through the Southern Way 
subway

 This is a useful walking route with some 
attractive sections. Its narrow northern end 
has rather long lengths of boundary wall 
which could be helped by planting. The main 
ingredient required is a raised crossing at each 
road junction to provide continuity for the route 
– Fosseway at the north end and Millcross in 
the south. Also more needs to be made of the 
frequent small open spaces and we hope that 
the large redevelopment off Millcross will add to 
the route’s attractions.

 The route connects up with the wider walks 
leading to Morrison’s and the Town Centre 
– these are described under Route C for 
convenience.

View of wide section of path 

View of narrow section

 This footpath route also has a useful east/
west connection. This also needs a crossing of 
Millcross, and at the Strode Road crossing a 
raised zebra crossing is required to emphasise 
the priority for pedestrians in the area. The 
existing zebra crossing is good but is placed 
slightly off the most desirable line. In addition 
there are a number of small pitches of grass, 
some awkward fences and other details which 
if all addressed and adjusted would smooth 
these two walking routes and make them more 
attractive.

 The best section of all these paths is the 
western section ending at Yeolands Drive 
as this has largely open frontages as well as 
excellent open spaces.

 Near Yeolands Drive

C Kenn Road to Tesco, Morrison’s and the 
Town Centre

 This route is potentially more direct and more 
spacious than Route “B”. Its chief feature is to 
propose the creation of a path along the west 
side of Tesco’s car park, which appears to be 
the line of the former railway.

 Sketch of proposed Tesco path

 This would connect to a path from Blackthorn 
Square which still exists and must have been 
intended to come through. This will give a much 
more direct route to Tesco’s for local people.

C1 The fi rst part of the path from the Blind Yeo 
Bridge is probably not suitable for shared use 
but it could be enhanced for walking by more 
careful planting.

C2 Cyclists would be better served by following 
the path to the west of Kenn Road which could 
be widened to accommodate shared use.

View of path beside Kenn Road

 It should be noted that a grass dividing verge 
against the main road should be kept wherever 
possible, and that raised pavement crossings 
with priority are required at the two side road 
cul-de-sacs.

View of typical raised crossing to provide continuity

6.5  Links in Clevedon
Cut back trees 
to fi t in path

Plant trees between every 
6th car to soften boundary

6-8m
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C3 A small detail which would enhance this route 
would be to take the path through one of the 
rank of garages at the head of Dawes Close, 
which would lead through to an attractive mini 
park beside Southern Way.

C4 Southern Way has a central island crossing 
which could be reinforced with a raised zebra 
serving to also slow down traffi c.

C5 The Tesco link leads through to Fosseway. The 
sections of roads followed should be planted 
with avenue trees to maintain the Greenway 
feel.
View of avenue trees planted in highway so as not to 
constrict the footway. The trees might be at every 3 or 
4 car parking lengths

C6 The Dairy Path has a couple of nice widenings, 
one planted with a tree which serves to 
enhance the trip. Work is needed at the junction 
of Middle Way to ease the “blind” corner by 
negotiating for a triangular fragment from the 
adjacent garden.

C7 The path to the playing fi elds needs cutting 
back and the transition at the south end of the 
car park made much more of a fl uid sweep 
through to running along the fi eld edge.

C8 There is a good crossing of Great Western 
Road, but a way needs to be defi ned all past 
Morrison’s to the Triangle.

C9 A raised zebra crossing is needed on the line 
of the former railway to Portishead to make the 
connection to Teignmouth Road.

C10 This path needs to be widened and the link just 
beyond Kingston Avenue devised for shared 
use.

D This is the direct route to the Council Offi ces 
and the Gordano Valley for Portishead.

D1 The proposed riverside path to Hazel Close 
will be more attractive than Tatton Way or the 
footway link to its north, although it might be 
well argued that money would be better spent 
in overhauling this rather than building a new 
riverside route.

D2 Join the existing cycling route to pass under 
Central Way.

View of Central Way underpass

Moor Lane underpass

D3 Similarly pass under Moor Lane and plant 
trees along Kingston Avenue to emphasise the 
Greenway.

D4 The shared use path beside Northern Way is 
rather exposed to traffi c but it is diffi cult to 
see how to improve it. Good links to adjacent 
streets are required and a raised pavement 
crossing with priority at the end of Sumerlin 
Drive.

D5 Use Daniel Close to move away from the road 
and make a direct link into the Castleside Offi ce 
complex.
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Almost the whole of this former railway, which was closed 
in 1966, lies in private ownership. At this early stage of the 
project not all the landowners have been identifi ed, and few 
have been contacted. The Highways Agency owns the key 
culvert crossing past the M5, and via their Historical Estate 
Team (previously Rail Property) own three bridges over the 
line, Lampley, Horsecastle Farm and Osmond Bridges. 
Network Rail own the station car park and approaches at 
Yatton and North Somerset Council owns some crucial 
sections of public highway.
The larger part of the line is in three blocks; the farm 
access road coming south from Colehouse Bridge to the 
M5 (760m), Russ Lane originally built by the railways and 
running parallel to the old track bed (1330m) and south 
of Lampley Bridge to Arnold’s Way (1000) all of which is 
believed to be available through the proposed Bloor House 
Development. The delivery of this section alone will open 
up an attractive route to Kingston Seymour and back lanes 
to Clevedon.
In each case careful discussions will be needed to see 
where the best interests of the project and the land owners 
lie and how both might best benefi t from these proposals.
Other agencies are also involved, notably the Land 
Drainage Board on any alternative to the regime past the 
M5. Elsewhere the railway route incorporates substantial 
culverts and no change is anticipated. Similarly the 
Environment Agency will need to review the proposals and 
an ecological study will be required to determine how the 
path can best add to the wildlife interest along its route. 
Apart from the short length of track north of Colehouse 
Bridge to the Blind Yeo, (130m) and possibly a short 
section immediately to the south of the M5 depending 
upon what option is chosen, the whole route is open and 
clear of trees north of Yatton.
In Yatton itself the section either side of Osmond Bridge are 
quite overgrown and some limited tree clearance would be 
necessary to thread a route along the line if the track bed. 
Here the trees either side of the line are protected, but not 
across the line itself.
This map shows the possible division of land ownership 
along the proposed route. At this early stage of the 
project not all landowners are known, nor have those 
that are known been contacted. There are substantial 
developments planned adjacent to the railway line at either 
end of the route – Clevedon Industrial Estate to the north 
and Bloor Homes to the south.
The long length of railway route north of the M5 used as 
an agricultural access track and Russ Lane to the south of 
the M5, also a private access road, are coloured to show 
the substantial contribution these two sections make to the 
overall project.

7 Land Ownership
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Forecasting use is always diffi cult because the 
introduction of a good path where none exists, and 
where walking and cycling in the area has not been 
possible, can have the potential of changing the local 
geography and the horizon of people’s journeys.
The proposed path will be attractive for local 
walkers in and out of Yatton and Clevedon. It will be 
particularly attractive for novice cyclists and for those 
learning to cycle because the path is fl at and traffi c 
free. It will be used by everyday trips and because of 
the destination of the seaside at Clevedon, this could 
be a popular trunk route.
All in all we estimate that it is possible that the Yatton 
and Clevedon path will be more popular than the 
Strawberry Line (-------/yr) and more so than the 
Festival Way (------/yr) which does not have the 
seaside at its end.

8  Forecasts of the levels of use
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Estimate of costs of Clevedon and Yatton Path

Length (m) Unit £

A Blind Yeo Park:  Sluices to Hazel Close 2520
1 Wessex Access Road: true off existing stone road and fi nish with 

machine laid bitmac 3m, 60mm thick 810 70 57
2 Make two short links to adjacent back lane 2 No 6 6
3 Strode Road Crossing Raised table 1 No 20 20
4 Strode Road to Kenn Road, new path 30m wide, 60mm thick, 

bitmac on 35m wide stone base 200mm thick, with verges fi nished 
in soil, and top dressing of rolled gravel 770 100 77

5 Make 3 short links to adjacent roads 3 No 10 30
6 Crossing Kenn Road, raised table with give way 1 No 20 20
7 Kenn Road to Hazel Close, 3m wide path in bitmac on stone as 

above 940 100 94
8 3 short links to adjacent roads 3 No 10 10
9 Landscaping and sears – allow sum Sum 10 10

Subtotal £324K
Engineering and management @ 15% £49K

Total estimate for section £373K

Length (m) Unit £

B Blind Yeo to Arnold’s Way 3780m £1000 £1000
1 Riverside Path – south side including fencing off past car park – 

3m wide bitmac
130 100/km 13

2 Fencing and gates/grids Sum 5 5
3 New path along disused railway to Colehouse Bridge – 

3m wide bitmac on cleared trackbed
190 100/km 19

4 Colehouse Bridge-allow sum for repairs Sum 5 5
5 Along Farm Access track to M5 – 

construct 3m wide, 60mm thick bitmac path on existing stone base
760 70/km 54

6 M5 Culvert Crossing – allow for new deck through existing culvert 
and approach ramps, all 24 wide, including all water course 
management, parapets etc and lighting

110 2.0/m 220

The overall distance from Clevedon Pier to Yatton 
Station is approximately 7.5kms. Although the 
options for a number of green links within Clevedon 
are included in this study, these estimates of costs 
are confi ned to the 4.5kms of path on the railway 
route form the Blind Yeo to Yatton Station. This is 
the core route which is estimated to cost £800,000 
of which over a quarter is for crossing of the M5 
via the existing culvert. Coupled to this a path 
running the whole length of the Blind Yeo crossing is 
recommended so as to act as a convenient feeder 

route for Clevedon residents. This 2.5kms route is 
estimated to cost £370,000. At the Yatton end some 
works are required to link around the station to join 
up with the existing Strawberry Line. This 0.5km 
distance is estimated to cost £70,000.
The principal uncertainty is the cost of the works at 
the M5, the handling of the drainage and fl ooding 
issues. Depending upon the solution adopted costs 
may vary. The estimates here assume that the 
drainage waters are syphoned through under a new 
concrete deck.

9  Estimate of Costs of Clevedon and Yatton Path, including 
Blind Yeo Riverside Path and Station Link to Strawberry 
Line – 7.5kms

7 Link to Rust Bridge Allow sum for fi eld fencing and gates 450 100/km 45
8 Russ Lane to Lampley Bridge 

Allow for 60mm bitmac on existing stone all through
Sum 5

9 Allow for Farm crossing and gates 1330 70/km 93
10 Allow for fencing and privacy at the Retreat Sum 10 10
11 Lampley Bridge -overfall 5 5
12 Link to Little River on existing ballast plus links to Pub and road 240 100/km
13 Development section to Arnold’s Way – 3m path  

+ planting
750

750

80/km

20km

60

15
14 Crossing Arnold’s Way by shared zebra crossing Sum 15 15

Subtotal £564K
Management and Engineering @ 15% £85K

Total estimate for section £650K

Length (m) Unit £

C Arnold’s Way to Station Car Park 650
1 As this is a varied and complex section, allow for a single sum to 

cover fencing, planting and other details as well as the path
650 130/km 85

2 Allow for repairs to Horsecastle Farm Road Bridge Sum 10 10
3 Allow for repairs to Osmond Bridge Sum 40 40

Engineering and management @ 15% £20K
Total estimate for section £155K

Length (m) Unit £

D Connection to Strawberry Line around Station 490
1 Mark way through car parks each side 470 0.5/km 24
2 Gain width by widening footway over the railway bridges Sum 20 20
3 Allow for entrance archway on Strawberry Line north Sum 6 6
4 Allow for bike racks and details at Station sum 10 10

Subtotal £60K
Engineering and management @ 15% £9K
Total estimate for section £69K

Clevedon and Yatton extension of Strawberry Line:
Summary of Estimate of costs including Engineering and Management

1 Blind Yeo Riverside Park for access 2.5kms £373K
2 Railway Path to Arnold’s Way 3.8kms £650K
3 Railway Path through Yatton to Station 0.7kms £155K
4 Link at Station to Strawberry Line 0.5kms £69K
5 Links and greenways in Clevedon not included in estimate of costs - -

Total estimate of cost £1,249K



- 
B

in
d

in
g

 M
ar

g
in

 -

A project to extend the Strawberry Line from Yatton Stat ion to Clevedon - page 34 - Aug 2014


